Your name
Your street address here
Baltimore, MD [zip here]
September 7, 2010

[Councilman/woman or Mayor recipient address inserted here]
100 N. Holliday Street
Baltimore, MD 21202

Dear Councilman [recipient name inserted here],
I am your neighbor and constituent. I live in the city, in a community affected by the 25th Street Station project. 

There are BIG problems with the planned 25th Street Station Project that have not been addressed. I want to thank you in advance for the due diligence you will take by finding answers to my questions before this project is given the green light.  
We need the developer to be held accountable to the things that they say they are going to do. They say they will hire city residents - what guarantees do we have? If the developer is serious about these commitments then there needs to be a binding agreement made or the project must be stalled or stopped. 
I would like you to attach an amendment to the Planned Unit Development (PUD) that addresses local hiring, living wages, traffic, and the environmental issues, in an enforceable way AND I would like you to withhold approval of the plan until these questions are answered. 
· The developers are being subsidized by an 80% property tax reduction for 10 years, (likely equating to between $10M-$12M) what are we getting in return? 
· The developer has agreed to work with the Mayors Office of Employment Development however there is no enforcement mechanism in place. What guarantee does Baltimore have that the developer will act accordingly? What are the ramifications if they don’t?

· What good are jobs if the employees still can’t pay their bills and live? What guarantee do employees have that they will be paid a living wage and have affordable healthcare? 

· This is mostly a residential area, there are four failing intersections already, transit in this area is limited – and there is no provision for a bus cut out lane to be established to allow cars to move forward. What traffic problems are we going to have to “live with” once this is built?

· How much will the city have to pay to make the necessary adjustments to the huge increase in traffic?

· This project is right on the Jones Falls, the development was “grand-fathered” into a 10 year old storm water management standard, instead of having to abide by the new Maryland regulations. Why were they grandfathered in? How will this impact our communities? How will this impact the Chesapeake Bay and the livelihood and recreation of many City and State Residents?

· The developer is not seeking silver LEED certification. Why? City regulations say new projects should get LEED silver or the equivalent.

· Have you researched and do you know what impact this development will have on the businesses already in the area?  The Safeway and CVS at 25th and Charles? The seven locally owned hardware stores in the area?
· Will the developer be able to keep the stores occupied and will the stores already vacant in the area remain vacant or others become vacant?
· Will they actually assist the growth of local businesses?
I encourage you to be proactive in your planning and recognize that, what is good for the city as a whole must be good for the whole city. Bring development RESPONSIBLY!  
Sincerely,
[Your name, your phone #]
